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___ 
 
30 October 2020 
 
 
Dear Bruce, 
 
As you are aware the Scottish Government is currently considering the optimum timing 
for Scottish Budget 2021-22.  While it is disappointing that the UK Government has 
chosen to delay its Autumn Budget again as well as its Spending Review, which has 
been reduced to one year, I appreciate we have previously been able to adapt a joint 
and pragmatic approach with the Committee and the Scottish Fiscal Commission. 
 
The Committee will of course recognise that we are in a period of unprecedented fiscal 
uncertainty, with the COVID-19 pandemic continuing to impact the lives of everyone 
in Scotland and the uncertainty of our future relationship with the EU.  Both these 
factors are setting a particularly challenging context in which to consider the Budget. 
 
While I am pleased that the 25 November date has now been confirmed for the 
publication of the UK Spending Review, alongside the OBR forecasts, this will provide 
only partial and provisional information and at a late stage to enable a Scottish Budget 
in December.  We expect that future UK tax policies, together with final Block Grant 
Adjustments and possibly finalised spending plans, will only become known when the 
delayed UK Budget is published next year. 
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In light of this, I believe publishing Scottish Budget 2021-22 in early 2021 is needed to 
enable a more informed process.  This will allow the Budget to take account of the 
emerging position in respect of any EU Exit deal and also the evolving COVID-19 
situation, including associated information from the UK Government on how it is 
planning to continue to fund support mechanisms in 2021-22. 
 
We will publish our Medium-Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) alongside the Budget, 
providing the important medium-term context for the Budget and the fiscal risks that 
need to be considered.  Both documents will draw on the same SFC and OBR 
forecasts that underpin our funding assumptions. 
 
I recognise that setting the introduction date for the Budget requires balancing the time 
required to develop strategic spend and tax plans, based on the most accurate and 
relevant information, in response to this complex and fluid environment, with the time 
that the Scottish Parliament requires to undertake its scrutiny role and to manage the 
associated legislation, and also with the need for timely information for local 
government and other interested parties.  
 
My preference is to introduce Scottish Budget 2021-22 in the first week of February 
and I invite the Committee to consider this possibility. An important consideration is 
the appropriately early passage of the Budget Bill and, whilst timetabling is of course 
for the Parliament, for my part I would support the Bill passing no later than the first 
week in March.   
 
Whilst I have indicated my timetable preference here, this year of all years, I wish to 
work collaboratively with the Committee to agree a timetable that strikes the right 
balance between enabling sufficient time for scrutiny and incorporating the most 
accurate and relevant data.  If there is more that I can do to support the Committee’s 
important scrutiny role, then I would be happy to consider such requests on timetabling 
or on pre-budget scrutiny.   
 
I hope that this detail is helpful.  I would welcome the Committee’s views on a timing 
that balances the various considerations, and look forward to working with you on 
finalising the date for Scottish Budget 2021-22.  I am copying this letter to the Chair of 
the Scottish Fiscal Commission. 
 

 
 

KATE FORBES 
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